SINKIANG
about a thousand. Red Russians and White Russians fought
side by side. Ma should have beaten them, only he reckoned
without the decisive element in modern war. At the battles
of Dawan-cheng and Tutung, the Tungans were terror-
stricken by Soviet aeroplanes and bombs. Ma, himself, was
obliged to fly and took the road to the south-west in the
direction of Kashgar.
Events in Kashgar.
Meanwhile in the south of the province the three Emirs of
Khotan had, in the beginning of 1933, provoked a fanatical
Moslem rising. It was then that our friend Norin had fled by
way of the Tsaidam. The Khotandis, with some of Hodja
Nyaz's Tungans and Turkis, were badly armed but, led by
Timor, they took Kashgar. It was defended only by the
Chinese tootm. Ma Chah-wu, and a few Kirghiz whom he
had armed. Yarkand was besieged and fell also, every man
of the two thousand Chinese survivors being exterminated
in the desert by the Moslems, though they were under safe-
conduct permitting them to go to Kashgar.
Then a dispute arose between the victorious Turkis and
Tungans. These latter went off, and taking up their quarters
in the New Town of Kashgar, some miles from the Old
Town, stayed there sk months. In November, 1933,
Kashgar became the capital of a "Republic of Eastern
Turkestan," with a president named Sabit, who had the
support of the Emirs of Khtotan. The republic lasted only two
months,* for Hodja Nyaz, the Turkicommander,got control
of it on the I3th of January, 1934, and, as he had taken
service with the Chinese Government at Urumchi, it was
impossible for him to recognize the rebel republic.
And then, in February, the Turkis had to surrender the
town to Ma Chung-ying's Tungans on their arrival after
* I only mention it because Le Tmps has referred to it several times.